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March 11, 2014

VIA EMAIL

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Notice of Ex Parte Presentation

GN Docket No. 13-185, Amendment of the Commission’s Rules with Regard to
Commercial Operations in the 1695-1710 MHz, 1755-1780 MHz, and 2155-2180 MHz
Bands
WT Docket No. 12-269, Policies Regarding Mobile Spectrum Holdings

Dear Ms Dortch:

On March 7, 2014, Tom Sugue, Kathleen Ham and Steve Sharkey, each of T-Mobile, US, Inc.
(“T-Mobile”) and the undersigned counsel for T-Mobile met separately with each of the
following: Brendan Carr, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Ajit Pai; David Goldman, Senior
Legal Advisor to Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel; Erin McGrath, Legal Advisor to
Commissioner Michael O’Rielly; and Louis Peraertz, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Mignon
Clyburn (Mr. Sugrue did not attend the meeting with Mr. Peraertz).

In each meeting, we discussed T-Mobile’s positions regarding the proposed service rules for the
AWS-3 spectrum, which are summarized in the attached document that was distributed at each
meeting (the attached corrects a typographical error in the version distributed at the meetings).
We noted in particular that the public interest would be better served by auctioning of the
spectrum in 5 megahertz blocks, which will potentially increase auction participation by
competitive carriers and increase auction revenues. We also observed that the FCC is not
planning to adopt rules in its mobile spectrum holdings proceeding until after it adopts AWS-3
rules. If the FCC adopts spectrum aggregation limits, as T-Mobile has suggested in that
proceeding, carriers would be well served by having 5 megahertz blocks, so that they can more
effectively tailor their spectrum holdings in a particular area to conform with any limits the FCC
later adopts.

Finally, we reiterated that the FCC should license AWS-3 spectrum using a mix of cellular
market areas (“CMAs”) and economic areas (“EAs”), as shown in the attached. We asserted that
AWS-3 spectrum will likely be used by many carriers to complement their existing AWS-1
spectrum holdings. Those licenses are issued on a CMA, EA and REAG basis. Accordingly, to
most effectively complement carriers existing holdings, AWS-3 licenses should be issued for the
same geographic areas to the extent possible.



Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, an electronic copy of this letter is
being filed for inclusion in the above-referenced dockets. A copy of this letter is being provided
to all Commission employees who attended the meetings. Please direct any questions regarding
this filing to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Russell H. Fox

Russell H. Fox

Attachment

cc: (each with attachment)
Brendan Carr
David Goldman
Erin McGrath
Louis Peraertz



A
W

S
-3

1



To
pi

cs

AW
S

-3

•
Sp

ec
tru

m
Bl

oc
k

S
iz

es

•
Li

ce
ns

e
S

iz
es

•
Pa

ck
ag

e
B

id
di

ng

2



S
pe

ct
ru

m
B

lo
ck

Si
ze

s
•

Th
e

C
om

m
is

si
on

sh
ou

ld
lic

en
se

AW
S

-3
sp

ec
tru

m
us

in
g

fiv
e

5x
5

M
H

z
lic

en
se

s
•

M
ax

im
iz

es
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s
fo

rc
om

pe
tit

iv
e

ca
rr

ie
rs

to
pa

rti
ci

pa
te

at
au

ct
io

n
by

in
cr

ea
si

ng
nu

m
be

ro
fl

ic
en

se
s

•
A

llo
w

s
ex

is
tin

g
AW

S
lic

en
se

s
to

fil
li

n
ad

di
tio

na
ls

pe
ct

ru
m

ba
se

d
on

5
M

H
z

“b
ui

ld
in

g
bl

oc
ks

”
•

C
ar

rie
ra

gg
re

ga
tio

n
re

du
ce

s
ne

ed
fo

rc
on

tig
uo

us
sp

ec
tru

m
•

E
ffi

ci
en

cy
di

ffe
re

nc
e

be
tw

ee
n

de
pl

oy
in

g
tw

o
5x

5
M

H
z

bl
oc

ks
ve

rs
us

a
10

x1
0

M
H

z
bl

oc
k

is
3-

5%
•

S
ec

on
da

ry
m

ar
ke

ts
pr

ov
id

e
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

to
ra

tio
na

liz
e

ho
ld

in
gs

be
tw

ee
n

AW
S

-1
&

AW
S

-3
if

ne
ce

ss
ar

y

•
Th

e
be

ne
fit

to
co

m
pe

tit
io

n
an

d
au

ct
io

n
re

ve
nu

es
fro

m
5x

5
M

H
z

lic
en

se
s

ou
tw

ei
gh

th
e

be
ne

fit
of

au
ct

io
ni

ng
la

rg
er

bl
oc

ks

3

G CM
A

H CM
A

I EA
J EA

K EA

21
55

21
60

21
65

21
70

21
75

21
80

17
55

17
60

17
65

17
70

17
75

17
80

AW
S-
1



AW
S

-1
Bu

ild
in

g
Bl

oc
ks

4

In
di

ca
tiv

e
A

W
S

H
ol

di
ng

s
-P

ro
Fo

rm
a

A
-2

0M
H

z
(C

M
A

)
B

-2
0M

H
z

(E
A

)
C

(E
A

)
D

(R
EA

G
)

E
(R

EA
G

)
F-

20
M

H
z

(R
EA

G
)

Po
p

M
kt

Po
ps

A
1

A
2

B
1

B
2

C
D

E
F1

F2
R

an
k

M
ar

ke
t#

M
ar

ke
tN

am
e

(2
01

0)
10

10
10

10
10

10
10

10
10

3
C

M
A

3
C

hi
ca

go
,I

L
8,

50
7,

56
9

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

A
T&

T
Le

ap
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
17

C
M

A
14

B
al

tim
or

e,
M

D
2,

65
5,

60
4

Le
ap

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

24
C

M
A

13
P

itt
sb

ur
gh

,P
A

1,
95

9,
62

7
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
A

T&
T

(A
lo

ha
)

Le
ap

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

37
C

M
A

46
N

as
hv

ill
e-

D
av

id
so

n,
TN

1,
52

1,
13

2
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
Le

ap
C

-S
pi

re
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
38

C
M

A
61

C
ha

rlo
tte

-G
as

to
ni

a,
N

C
1,

34
9,

79
4

A
T&

T
A

T&
T

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

40
C

M
A

71
R

al
ei

gh
-D

ur
ha

m
,N

C
1,

33
3,

90
5

A
T&

T
A

T&
T

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

42
C

M
A

47
G

re
en

sb
or

o-
W

in
st

on
-S

al
em

-
H

ig
h

P
oi

nt
,N

C
1,

23
7,

14
4

A
T&

T
A

T&
T

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

53
C

M
A

59
R

ic
hm

on
d,

V
A

99
1,

53
2

Le
ap

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

82
C

M
A

92
Li

ttl
e

R
oc

k-
N

or
th

Li
ttl

e
R

oc
k,

A
R

66
6,

95
6

Le
ap

Le
ap

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

98
C

M
A

10
2

D
es

M
oi

ne
s,

IA
54

5,
65

9
U

S
C

el
lu

la
r

U
S

C
el

lu
la

r
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile

11
0

C
M

A
85

Jo
hn

so
n

C
ity

-K
in

gs
po

rt-
B

ris
to

l,
TN

-V
A

50
5,

57
0

C
ar

ol
in

a
W

es
t

C
ar

ol
in

a
W

es
t

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

11
9

C
M

A
11

6
Le

xi
ng

to
n-

Fa
ye

tte
,K

Y
47

7,
65

0
A

T&
T

A
T&

T
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
Le

ap
V

er
iz

on
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
12

0
C

M
A

10
9

S
po

ka
ne

,W
A

47
4,

96
1

A
T&

T
A

T&
T

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

Le
ap

A
T&

T
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile

12
6

C
M

A
15

0
V

is
al

ia
-T

ul
ar

e-
P

or
te

rv
ill

e,
C

A
43

7,
00

0
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
A

T&
T

(A
lo

ha
)

Le
ap

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

12
8

C
M

A
71

6
W

is
co

ns
in

9
-C

ol
um

bi
a

42
4,

03
6

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

Le
ap

Le
ap

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

14
1

C
M

A
35

0
C

ol
or

ad
o

3
-G

ar
fie

ld
40

5,
68

1
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
A

T&
T

(A
lo

ha
)

A
T&

T
Le

ap
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
14

6
C

M
A

69
1

V
irg

in
ia

11
-M

ad
is

on
39

9,
86

7
Le

ap
Le

ap
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
15

7
C

M
A

10
1

B
ea

um
on

t-P
or

tA
rth

ur
,T

X
37

9,
47

4
C

am
er

on
C

am
er

on
V

er
iz

on
V

er
iz

on
Le

ap
A

T&
T

Le
ap

T-
M

ob
ile

T-
M

ob
ile

18
2

C
M

A
39

4
Ill

in
oi

s
1

-J
o

D
av

ie
ss

34
1,

23
1

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

A
T&

T
Le

ap
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile

19
5

C
M

A
66

2
Te

xa
s

11
-C

he
ro

ke
e

31
6,

88
6

A
T&

T
(A

lo
ha

)
A

T&
T

(A
lo

ha
)

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

V
er

iz
on

A
T&

T
Le

ap
T-

M
ob

ile
T-

M
ob

ile



W
as

hi
ng

to
n

&
Ba

lti
m

or
e

H
yp

ot
he

tic
al

5

•
W
as
hi
ng
to
n
DC

CM
A
(4
.8
M

PO
Ps
):

•
T-
M
ob

ile
ha
s4

0
M
Hz

of
AW

S-
1

•
Ba

lti
m
or
e
CM

A
(2
.6
M

PO
Ps
):

•
T-
M
ob

ile
ha
s3

0
M
Hz

of
AW

S-
1

•
W
as
hi
ng
to
n
DC

/B
al
tim

or
e
Ec
on

om
ic
Ar
ea

(E
A)

(9
.5
M

PO
Ps
):

•
T-
M
ob

ile
ha
s3

0
M
Hz

an
d
40

M
Hz

of
sp
ec
tr
um

in
di
ffe

re
nt

pa
rt
s

•
Bu

yi
ng

an
EA

bl
oc
k
un

de
rt
hi
ss
ce
na
rio

co
ul
d
im

pe
de

ef
fic
ie
nt

pu
rc
ha
se

of
sp
ec
tr
um

to
m
ee
tn

ee
ds

•
U
sin

g
PE
As

w
ou

ld
no

ts
ol
ve

th
e
pr
ob

le
m

•
U
si
ng

a
CM

A
/
EA

m
ix
in
5x
5
bl
oc
ks

as
us
ed

in
AW

S-
1
so
lv
es

th
e
pr
ob

le
m

W
as
hi
ng
to
n
DC

-B
al
tim

or
e
EA

W
as
hi
ng
to
n
DC

CM
A
&
Ba

lti
m
or
e
CM

A



5x
5

M
H

z
B

lo
ck

s
In

cr
ea

se
R

ev
en

ue
s

•
Sm

al
le

rs
pe

ct
ru

m
bl

oc
ks

ca
n

in
cr

ea
se

co
m

pe
tit

io
n,

pa
rti

ci
pa

tio
n,

an
d

au
ct

io
n

re
ve

nu
es

,r
ai

si
ng

re
ve

nu
es

fo
rF

irs
tN

et

•
C

om
pe

tit
iv

e
ca

rri
er

s
w

ill
be

en
co

ur
ag

ed
to

pa
rti

ci
pa

te
in

an
au

ct
io

n
w

ith
m

or
e

lic
en

se
s

an
d

di
ss

ua
de

d
fro

m
pa

rti
ci

pa
tin

g
in

an
au

ct
io

n
w

ith
fe

w
er

lic
en

se
s

•
Fo

re
xa

m
pl

e,
in

AW
S-

1
au

ct
io

n
th

e
C

om
m

is
si

on
us

ed
2x

10
M

H
z

lic
en

se
s

fo
rt

he
B

bl
oc

k
an

d
2x

5
M

H
z

lic
en

se
s

fo
rt

he
C

B
lo

ck
w

ith
th

e
sa

m
e

E
A

lic
en

se
ar

ea
s

–
Th

e
B

B
lo

ck
so

ld
fo

r$
.4

3
M

H
z/

P
op

w
hi

le
th

e
C

B
lo

ck
so

ld
fo

r
$.

51
M

H
z/

Po
p,

a
di

ffe
re

nc
e

of
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y

15
%

–
Fu

rth
er

m
or

e,
th

er
e

w
er

e
m

or
e

w
in

ne
rs

fo
rt

he
C

bl
oc

k
in

co
m

pa
ris

on
to

th
e

B
bl

oc
k

6



G
eo

gr
ap

hi
c

Ar
ea

s
S

ho
ul

d
Tr

ac
k

AW
S

-1
•

Li
ce

ns
es

sh
ou

ld
in

cl
ud

e
a

ba
la

nc
e

of
la

rg
er

re
gi

on
al

(E
A

s)
an

d
sm

al
le

rm
ar

ke
ta

re
as

(C
M

A
s)

•
E

A
s

an
d

C
M

A
s

m
at

ch
th

e
lic

en
si

ng
ap

pr
oa

ch
in

th
e

ad
ja

ce
nt

AW
S

-1
an

d
AW

S
-4

ba
nd

s,
al

lo
w

in
g

th
os

e
lic

en
se

es
to

ad
d

sp
ec

tru
m

in
th

e
ar

ea
s

w
he

re
th

ey
al

re
ad

y
ho

ld
sp

ec
tru

m
•

AW
S

-1
pu

rc
ha

se
d

R
E

A
G

S
fo

rn
at

io
nw

id
e

co
ve

ra
ge

fo
ot

pr
in

ta
nd

sp
ec

ifi
c

C
M

A
s

fo
rt

ai
lo

re
d

ca
pa

ci
ty

ne
ed

s

7



P
ac

ka
ge

B
id

di
ng

•
Th

e
C

om
m

is
si

on
sh

ou
ld

no
ta

llo
w

pa
ck

ag
e

bi
dd

in
g

on
AW

S
-3

sp
ec

tru
m

•
AW

S
-3

ad
ds

ca
pa

ci
ty

to
AW

S
-1

ne
tw

or
ks

lim
iti

ng
ex

po
su

re
ris

k

•
Pa

ck
ag

e
bi

dd
in

g
w

ill
:

•
Fa

vo
rt

he
la

rg
es

tc
ar

rie
rs

an
d

fo
re

cl
os

e
ac

ce
ss

to
sm

al
le

r
ca

rr
ie

rs
•

C
re

at
e

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s

fo
rs

tra
te

gi
c

bi
dd

in
g

th
at

co
ul

d
be

an
ti-

co
m

pe
tit

iv
e

an
d

in
du

ce
in

ef
fic

ie
nc

y
in

th
e

au
ct

io
n

ou
tc

om
e

8


